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1
DRIVER CHIP FOR MINIMIZING
TRANSMISSION IMPAIRMENTS AND FOR
BOOSTING SIGNAL TRANSMISSION RATES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains generally to systems and
methods for transporting an optical signal over a fiber optic.
More particularly, the present invention pertains to systems
and methods for shaping an electrical signal, to compensate
for impairments, distortions and mismatch values that are
introduced into the electrical signal during its conversion into
an optical signal and its subsequent transmission over an
optical fiber. The present invention is particularly, but not
exclusively, useful for systems and methods that employ
tapped delay equalizers having weighted taps to compensate
for impedance mismatch impairments, electrical pre-distor-
tions and transmission line losses during an optical signal
transmission.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Tapped delay equalizers are well known in pertinent signal
processing technologies as being an effective means for shap-
ing electrical signals. They are widely used in a variety of
electric/optical environments, and they are employed for a
plethora of different purposes. For the present invention, the
electrical/optical environment of interest involves the trans-
mission of optical signals over a fiber optic. Accordingly, a
purpose here is to provide an effective driver chip for use in a
system that includes Electrical/Optical (E/O) and Optical/
Electrical (O/E) converters, which will optimize the quality of
signal transmissions.

From a system perspective, ithappens there are many ways
in which a signal can be distorted and corrupted as it is being
processed and transmitted. To some extent, but not entirely,
the source and effect of these distortions and corruptions (i.e.
impairments) are known, or can be predicted. Thus, they can
be at least partially compensated for. For instance, these
impairments can include: 1) transmission line losses, along
with impedance mismatch distortions such as InterSymbol
Interference (ISI) that can be introduced at interfaces between
system components (e.g. driver chip, E/O converter, fiber
optic, and O/E converter); 2) electrical and photonic signal
distortions caused by impairments such as amplitude and
group delay distortions, photon-carrier lifetime effects, and
fiber dispersion; and 3) other additional impairments from
signal characteristics that can be attributed to slow rise/fall
time and laser relaxation peak effect and E/O device parasit-
ics. The present invention, however, recognizes that all of the
various impairments noted above can be collectively compen-
sated for by the employment and proper configuration of an
analog tapped delay equalizer.

The present invention also recognizes that an “eye dia-
gram,” of a type well known in the pertinent art, can be used
to monitor the design, the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), and the
testing or reconfiguration of'an analog tapped delay equalizer.
When monitored, an optimal operation for the driver chip is
indicated when the “eye” of the eye diagram is open to its
greatest extent.

With the above in mind, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a system and method for simultaneously
minimizing operational and architectural impairments during
the transmission of an optical signal over an optical fiber.
Another object of the present invention is to establish tap
weights for the tapped delay equalizer of a driver chip that can
be controlled to minimize impairments and distortions to an
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output signal that are caused by transmission line losses and
impedance mismatches, as well as other electrical and pho-
tonic impairments. Another object of the present invention is
to optimize bandwidth and ISI performance. Yet another
object of the present invention is to provide a driver chip for
use in optimizing the transmission of an optical signal over an
optical fiber that is easy to use, is simple to implement, and is
comparatively cost effective.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, a driver chip is
provided for transmitting optical signals over an optical fiber.
For purposes of this invention, the driver chip is designed and
configured to minimize impairments to signal transmissions,
and to thereby optimize the quality of these transmissions.
Structurally, the driver chip includes, in combination: an ana-
log tapped delay equalizer, an amplifier with gain and bias
control, and control circuitry for maintaining an operation of
the driver chip. It is an important aspect of the present inven-
tion that minimizing impairments and optimizing signal qual-
ity is accomplished simultaneously by providing a proper
operating configuration of the tap weights for the tapped
delay equalizer. Typically, the input signal for the driver chip
will be a digital signal.

As is well known in the pertinent art, a digitally modulated
signal has a characteristic symbol rate, R . By definition, this
symbol rate, R, is equal to the number of symbol changes (i.e.
waveform changes or signaling events) that are made per
second. For a digital signal transmission, wherein each sym-
bol has a time duration, T, the symbol rate is equal to the
reciprocal of T (i.e. R =1/T). This relationship becomes par-
ticularly important when signal shaping is to be accomplished
using an analog Feed Forward Equalizer (FFE), i.e. a tapped
delay equalizer.

For purposes of the present invention, a tapped delay equal-
izer needs to be programmed (configured) for compliance
with the symbol rate, R, of the digitally modulated input
signal. In this context, additional considerations include the
time delay, d,,, between adjacent taps, and the number of taps
per symbol, N. In general, for a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, time delay, d,, will be less than the symbol
time duration, T. Thus, there will always be at least one tap per
symbol (i.e. N>1). Preferably, the number of taps, n, that are
used with the tapped delay equalizer (FFE) will need to be
three or more (n=3). For the many reasons set forth elsewhere
herein, a preferred embodiment of the present invention will
include a tapped delay equalizer having two taps per symbol
(N=2) and a total of nine taps (n=9).

In light of the above, the tapped delay equalizer is posi-
tioned on the driver chip to receive an input digital signal. As
envisioned for the present invention and indicated above, the
input digital signal may be of any type well known in the
pertinent art, and as mentioned above it will be characterized
by asymbolrate, R, where there is atime duration, T, for each
symbol (i.e. R, =1/T). The equalizer receiving this input digi-
tal signal will have an n-number of taps, and a time delay, d,,,
between adjacent taps can be established as desired for the
particular chip. Importantly, d,<T. Preferably, d,, is constant.
Moreover, although d,, is preferably the same between all
adjacent taps (i.e.d,_,=d =d . ), depending on the needs of
the particular system, this may not necessarily be so (i.e.
d,_,;=d and/ord,=d,, ). Inany event, the tapped delay equal-
izer is employed to modify the input digital signal, and to
thereby create a compensated signal.

On the driver chip, the amplifier of the driver chip is con-
nected with the tap delay equalizer for receiving the compen-
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sated signal. Further, in this combination, the amplifier pro-
vides gain for the signal, and it includes a biasing element to
bias the compensated signal. Thus, bulky external bias cir-
cuitry is eliminated. Further, this on-chip control is provided
to control average power and to stabilize laser operation. The
general, overall purpose here is to create an electrical output
signal for the driver chip which has a proper operating point.

In addition to the tapped delay equalizer and the amplifier,
control circuitry is provided on, or off, the driver chip to
interconnect with the other components. In detail, the con-
nection between the amplifier and the control circuitry, either
on or off the chip, is used to control a gain and a bias for the
amplifier. On the other hand, its connection with the tapped
delay equalizer is provided to control tap weights for indi-
vidual taps of the tapped delay filter.

In a larger context, as part of a system, the driver chip will
normally be electronically connected to an Electrical/Optical
(E/O) converter which will convert the electrical output signal
into an optical signal, A. Also, in such a system, a low-pass
filter can be inserted between the driver chip and the E/O
converter to achieve the required spectrum shaping using
fewer filter taps during a transmission of the optical signal, A,
over an optical fiber. In each instance, as noted above, these
components (i.e. the E/O converter, the low-pass filter, and
the fiber optic) will introduce impairments that need to be
considered for compensation by analog FFE of the driver
chip.

For an operation of the driver chip, the taps of the tapped
delay equalizer are weighted. Specifically, this is done to
minimize impairments to the output signal that may be caused
by distortions, line losses and mismatch values that are intro-
duced during creation of the optical signal, A. As intended for
the present invention, however, the taps can also be weighted
to achieve other purposes.

During a setup of the driver chip of the present invention,
an eye diagram can be used to verify its optimal operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The novel features of this invention, as well as the invention
itself, both as to its structure and its operation, will be best
understood from the accompanying drawings, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying description, in which similar
reference characters refer to similar parts, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic presentation of a driver chip in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a detailed presentation of operational components
of the driver chip in combination with system components
required for transmission of an optical signal;

FIG. 3 is a schematic presentation of a typical electrical
environment for the driver chip of'the present invention, illus-
trating an impairment requiring mismatch compensation
from the driver chip;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary graph of tap locations and respec-
tive tap weights presented on a time line for a 9 tap Gaussian
equalizer employing 2-tap/symbol;

FIG. 5A is a representative eye diagram of an exemplary
optical transmission system without equalization;

FIG. 5B is a representative eye diagram of the same optical
transmission system considered for FIG. 5A which results
when the system is equalized by a 3 tap Gaussian equalizer
employing 1-tap/symbol; and

FIG. 5C is a representative eye diagram of the same optical
transmission system considered for FIGS. 5A and 5B which
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results when the system is equalized by a 9 tap Gaussian
equalizer employing 2-taps/symbol.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a driver chip in accordance
with the present invention is shown and is generally desig-
nated 10. As shown, the essential components of the driver
chip 10 include: a tapped delay equalizer 12 (e.g. Feed For-
ward Equalizer [FFE]); an amplifier 14 with an Electrical/
Optical (E/O) bias; and a control circuitry 16. Further, FIG. 1
indicates that an input signal 18 is fed directly to the tapped
delay equalizer 12, and that a compensated signal 20 is cre-
ated as an output of the driver chip 10. In this process, both the
tapped delay equalizer 12 and the amplifier 14 are controlled
by the circuitry 16. Note: although control circuitry 16 shown
in FIG. 1 is an integral component of the driver chip 10, it will
be appreciated by the skilled artisan that the control circuitry
16 can properly operate while separated from the substrate of
driver chip 10.

A system which establishes architecture for incorporating
the driver chip 10 is shown in FIG. 2, where the system is
generally designated 22. In FIG. 2 it will be seen that an input
device 24 is provided to generate the input signal 18. As
envisioned for the present invention, the input signal 18 will
be either linear or digital. In either case, it will be character-
ized by a symbol rate, R , having a time duration, T, for each
symbol of the signal 18 (i.e. R =1/T).

In detail, FIG. 2 shows that the tapped delay equalizer 12
has an n-number of taps, an, with a time delay, d,,, between
adjacent taps (e.g. a,, and a,,, ;). Importantly, as noted above,
in the relationship between the taps, a,, of the tapped delay
equalizer 12 and the symbol rate, R, of the digital input signal
18, it is necessary that d,, be less than T, (d,<T). Additionally,
FIG. 2 shows that the control circuitry 16 includes an equal-
izer control 26 that is connected directly to each of the taps,
a,,, and a bias/gain control 28 that is connected directly to the
amplifier 14.

FIG. 2 further indicates that in the system 22, the driver
chip 10 can be connected to a low pass filter 30 to achieve the
required spectrum shaping using fewer filter taps. Addition-
ally, an E/O device (converter) 32 is shown for converting the
compensated signal 20 into an optical signal, A. To achieve
the purpose of the present invention, a fiber optic (transmis-
sion medium) 34 is shown for use in transporting the optical
signal, A, to an Optical/Electrical (O/E) device 36 (see FIG. 3)
where it is reconverted to an electrical signal for further
processing.

FIG. 3 is provided to illustrate an exemplary impedance
mismatch 40 which requires compensation by the driver chip
10 of the present invention. In this example, the impedance
mismatch 40 is shown to be the result of reflections that will
occur between the driver chip 10 and the E/O device 32 ofthe
system 22. In detail, the letter L. shown in FIG. 3 indicates that
atime delay can occur or develop between the E/O driver chip
10 and the E/O device 32. When this happens, the resultant
separation will cause a round trip delay of 2L for any reflec-
tions between the driver chip 10 and the E/O device 32. As is
well known, these reflections will create an impairment. The
present invention, however, recognizes that such an impair-
ment can be compensated for using the tapped delay equalizer
12 of the driver chip 10 when the 2L delay is less than about
one halfof the total tapped delay of the tapped delay equalizer
(FFE) 12. Stated differently, the present invention envisions
being able to provide a substantial correction for impedance
mismatch (ISI) impairments when 2[.<2d /2.
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As will be appreciated by anyone skilled in the pertinent
art, there will likely be many other examples of impedance
mismatches in the system 22, in addition to the impedance
mismatch 40 illustrated in FIG. 3. Indeed, an overarching
purpose for the driver chip 10 is to minimize all forms of
impairments in the system 22, and to optimize the signal
quality provided by the system 22. For the present invention,
this is achieved by establishing a proper weighting configu-
ration for the taps, a,,, in the tapped delay equalizer 12, and by
maintaining a proper operating point for the E/O device 32.

A detailed description of pertinent transmission character-
istics for a tapped delay equalizer (FFE) 12 of the present
invention is presented as a schema 42 in FIG. 4. With refer-
enceto FIG. 4 it is to be appreciated that the schema 42 for the
represented tap delayed equalizer (FFE) 12 has nine taps (i.e.
n=9). In this example, as described above, the time duration,
T, for each symbol is established based on characteristics of
the input signal 18 and its symbol rate, R,. With this in mind,
recall that for any modulated digital input signal 18, R, and T
are reciprocally related (i.e. T=1/R,).

As represented in FIG. 4, the exemplary tapped delay
equalizer (FFE) 12 has two taps per symbol (e.g. taps n=1 and
n=2). Accordingly, respectively weighted samples a, and a,
are both taken together in the first symbol having the time
duration T,. In this example, N=2. As further shown in this
example, d,=T/2 (i.e. d,<T). The same organization for tap
location pertains for the remaining symbols T, et seq.

In accordance with the present invention, a shaping of the
input signal 18 is accomplished for the purpose of minimizing
the effect of impairments on the output compensated signal
20. Importantly, this is done to minimize the effect of impair-
ments caused by all sources required for the optical transmis-
sion of the input signal 18. As noted above, these impairments
can include: 1) transmission line losses, along with imped-
ance mismatch distortions that are introduced at interfaces
between system components (e.g. driver chip, E/O converter,
fiber optic, and O/E converter); 2) electrical and photonic
signal distortions caused by impairments such as amplitude
and group delay distortions, photon-carrier lifetime effects,
and fiber dispersion; and 3) other additional impairments
from signal characteristics that can be attributed to slow rise/
fall time, and laser relaxation peak effect. In particular, com-
pensation for these impairments is done by appropriately
weighting the samples a,, taken from the various taps of the
tapped delay equalizer (FFE) 12.

As envisioned for the present invention, programming of
the tapped delay equalizer 12 is done by first creating a test
model of the intended signal transmission system. For the
present invention this will include the driver chip 10 together
with selected associated components, such as the E/O device
32, the low pass filter 30 (optional), the transmission medium
34 (e.g. fiber optic), and the O/E device 36. In this program-
ming process, the collective response of components in a
signal transmission system is monitored, and respective gains
are set for the taps a, of the tapped delay equalizer 12 to
minimize impairments caused by these components. Specifi-
cally, as intended for the present invention, the collective
response is monitored using an eye diagram 44 of a type well
known in the pertinent art.

In FIG. 3, it will be seen that the eye diagram 44 is prefer-
ably taken at the output of the O/E device 36. This position-
ing, however, is only exemplary. Moreover, it is to be appre-
ciated that, regardless where the eye diagram 44 is placed, the
compensation to be provided by the driver chip 10 will extend
to all components throughout the particular signal transmis-
sion system.
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Referring to FIGS. 5A-C, an operational validation of the
driver chip 10 for the present invention is evidenced by
sequentially presenting the results from a same optical trans-
mission system. In sequence, the results from using three
different configurations for the tapped delay equalizer 12 of
the driver chip 10 are shown. The eye diagram 44 shown in
FIG. 5A resulted when there was no equalization for the
optical transmission system. In FIG. 5B, a system that has
been equalized by a 3-tap (n=3) tapped delay equalizer 12,
and that uses the conventional spacing of one tap per symbol,
resulted in an eye diagram 44' which shows some slight
improvement over the uncompensated eye diagram 44 of
FIG. 5A. Eye diagram 44" in FIG. 5C, however, which
resulted from the use of a 9-tap (n=9) tapped delay equalizer
12 with two taps per symbol, as disclosed and discussed
above for a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
shows a marked improvement over the less compensated
configurations of tapped delay equalizer 12 shown in FIGS.
5A and 5B.

While the particular Driver Chip for Minimizing Transmis-
sion Impairments and for Boosting Signal Transmission
Rates as herein shown and disclosed in detail is fully capable
of obtaining the objects and providing the advantages herein
before stated, it is to be understood that it is merely illustrative
of the presently preferred embodiments of the invention and
that no limitations are intended to the details of construction
or design herein shown other than as described in the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for minimizing transmission impairments and
for boosting transmission rates during the transmission of an
optical signal by a system including electronic components
and an optical fiber, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a source for a digital signal, wherein the digital

signal is characterized by a symbol rate, R, with a time
duration T for each symbol;

inputting the digital signal into a tapped delay equalizer,

wherein the equalizer has an n-number of taps with a
time delay, d,,, between adjacent taps, where R =1/T and
d, <T, wherein nis greater than three and further wherein
the tapped delay equalizer shapes the digital signal to
create a compensated signal;

biasing the compensated signal to establish an electrical

output signal;

transferring the electrical output signal to an Electrical/

Optical (E/O) device for converting the output signal to
an optical signal, A, having a constant optical power
level,
weighting respective taps of the tapped delay equalizer to
minimize impairments introduced into the electrical
output signal by the transmission system; and

inserting the optical signal, A, into an optical fiber for
transmission of the optical signal, A, over the optical
fiber.

2. A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising the
step of compensating for impairments, distortions and mis-
match values introduced during creation and transmission of
the optical signal, A, by manipulating tap weights in the
weighting step.

3. A method as recited in claim 2 wherein the efficacy of the
compensating step is evaluated by monitoring an eye dia-
gram.

4. A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising the
steps of:

setting a bias level for the E/O device in the biasing step;

establishing default values for respective tap weights of the

tapped delay equalizer in the weighting step; and
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selectively controlling the setting step and the establishing
step for an optimal transmission of the optical signal, A.

5. A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising the
step of inserting a low-pass filter between an amplifier and the
E/O device to achieve a required spectrum shaping.

6. A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the time delay, d, ,
is established to create a sampling rate, s, for the tapped delay
equalizer with s>R to boost the transmission rate capability
of the electrical output signal.

7. A driver chip for use in a system including an optical
fiber for transmitting optical signals which comprises:

a tapped delay equalizer for receiving an input digital sig-

nal, wherein the equalizer has an n-number of taps with
a time delay, d,, between adjacent taps, wherein the
input digital signal is characterized by a symbol rate, R,
with a time duration, T, for each symbol, wherein n>3,
R,=1/T and d,<T, and further wherein the tapped delay
equalizer modifies the input digital signal to create a
compensated signal;

an amplifier connected with the tap delay equalizer for

receiving the compensated signal, wherein the amplifier
includes a biasing element to establish an electrical out-
put signal from the compensated signal having a prede-
termined bias; and

a control circuitry interconnected with the tapped delay

equalizer and with the amplifier to respectively control a
gain and a bias of the amplifier, together with control of
respective tap weights for individual taps of the tapped
delay filter to minimize impairments of the output signal
caused by the system and to boost a signal transmission
rate of the driver chip for a transmission of the electrical
output signal as an optical signal, A, over the optical
fiber.

8. A driver chip as recited in claim 7 wherein the driver chip
is electronically connected to an Electrical/Optical (E/O)
converter for converting the electrical output signal to the
optical signal, A.

9. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein a low-pass
filter is inserted between the amplifier and the E/O converter
to achieve a required spectrum shaping.

10. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein the taps of
the tapped delay equalizer are weighted to minimize impair-
ments to the output signal caused by distortions and mismatch
values introduced during creation and transmission of the
optical signal, A.

11. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein there is a
distance L between the driver chip and the E/O converter, and
wherein the distance L is established to have 2L be less than
one half of the total tapped delay of the tapped delay equalizer
(2L=<2d,/2).

12. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein the taps of
the tapped delay equalizer are weighted to collectively mini-
mize impairments caused by transmission line losses, electri-
cal and photonic signal distortions, and signal characteristics.

13. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein the taps of
the tapped delay equalizer are weighted to set a bias point for
the E/O device.
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14. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein the taps of
the tapped delay equalizer are weighted to establish default
values for respective tap weights of the tapped delay equal-
izer.

15. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein the time
delay, d,, is established to create a sampling rate, s, for the
tapped delay equalizer with s>R to boost the transmission
rate capability of the electrical output signal.

16. A driver chip as recited in claim 8 wherein a combined
efficacy of weighted taps of the tapped delay equalizer is
evaluated by monitoring an eye diagram.

17. A system for transmitting optical signals which
includes a transmitter comprising:

a source for generating a digital signal, wherein the digital
signal is characterized by a symbol rate, R, with a time
duration, T, for each symbol;

a tapped delay equalizer for receiving an input digital sig-
nal, wherein the equalizer has an n-number of taps with
a time delay, d,,, between adjacent taps, wherein n>3,
R,=1/T and d,<T, and further wherein the tapped delay
equalizer modifies the input digital signal to create a
compensated signal;

an amplifier connected with the tap delay equalizer for
receiving the compensated signal, wherein the amplifier
includes a biasing element to establish an electrical out-
put signal from the compensated signal having a prede-
termined bias;

an equalizer control for weighting respective taps of the
tapped delay equalizer to minimize impairments intro-
duced into the electrical output signal by the system;

a low pass filter to achieve a required spectrum shaping;

an Electrical/Optical (E/O) device for converting the elec-
trical output signal to an optical signal, A; and

an optical fiber for receiving the optical signal, A, from the
low pass filter for transmission of the optical signal, A,
over the optical fiber.

18. A system as recited in claim 17 including a Clock Data
Recovering (CDR) chip connected to the optical fiber for
receiving the optical signal, A, for use in retiming the symbol
rate, R..

19. A system as recited in claim 17 wherein control cir-
cuitry is interconnected with the amplifier to control a gain
and a bias of the E/O device, and is interconnected with the
tapped delay equalizer to control tap weights for individual
taps of the tapped delay filter, to respectively minimize
impairments for the output signal and to boost a signal trans-
mission rate of the driver chip for a transmission of the elec-
trical output signal as an optical signal over an optical fiber.

20. A system as recited in claim 17 wherein the weighting
of' taps for the tapped delay filter is accomplished, in combi-
nation, to minimize impairments to the output signal caused
by transmission line losses, electrical and photonic signal
distortions, and signal characteristics and further wherein a
combined efficacy of weighted taps of the tapped delay equal-
izer is evaluated by monitoring an eye diagram.
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